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---- FAO Statistical Divisions        ---- GFCM Geographical Subareas (GSAs) 

GFCM GSAs 

01 - Northern Alboran Sea 07 - Gulf of Lion 13 - Gulf of Hammamet 19 - Western Ionian Sea 25 - Cyprus 

02 - Alboran Island 08 - Corsica 14 - Gulf of Gabes 20 - Eastern Ionian Sea 26 - South Levant Sea 

03 - Southern Alboran Sea 09 - Ligurian Sea and Northern Tyrrhenian Sea 15 - Malta 21 - Southern Ionian Sea 27 - Eastern Levant Sea 

04 - Algeria 10 - South and Central Tyrrhenian Sea 16 - Southern Sicily 22 - Aegean Sea 28 - Marmara Sea 

05 - Balearic Islands 11.1 - Sardinia (west)  11.2 - Sardinia (east) 17 - Northern Adriatic Sea 23 - Crete 29 - Black Sea 

06 - Northern Spain 12 - Northern Tunisia 18 - Southern Adriatic Sea 24 - North Levant Sea 30 - Azov Sea 

  

 

The General Fisheries Commission for the 
Mediterranean (GFCM) of the FAO 

• Established in 1949 in the framework of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United 
Nations (UN) 

• Objective: 

• To ensure the conservation and sustainable use, at the biological, social, economic and 
environmental level, of living marine resources 

• To ensure the sustainable development of aquaculture 

• Area of application: 

• The Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea 
• Membership: 

24 Contracting Parties:  

• 19 Mediterranean states, 3 Black Sea 
states, EU and Japan 

3 Cooperating non-Contracting Parties:  

• Bosnia & Herzegovina, Georgia & Ukraine 

• Key functions: 

• Adopt binding recommendations for 
fisheries and aquaculture governance 

• Contribute to the conservation and 
preservation of the Mediterranean Sea 



Decision-making process within the GFCM 

National 

delegates 

NGOs 

Inter- governmental 
bodies 

Proposals by CPCs 

SAC subsidiary bodies and sub-regional committees 
 
- Thematic expert groups: 

- Data collection 
- Stock assessment 

- Marine Protected areas/Fishing restricted areas 
- Socioeconomic aspects 
- Etc. 

- Subregional integrated advice on management plans 

Annual compliance 

assessment  

COC 

Scientific Advice 

SAC 

Decision making  

at the Commission 

  

National 
Competence 

Regional 
Competence 

National Competence 
(implementation of decisions) 
+ Regional Competence 
(compliance assessment) 
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Mediterranean fleet – Snapshot information 

[VALUE]% 

[VALUE]% 

[VALUE]% 
[VALUE]% 

MEDITERRANEAN & BLACK SEA FLEET 

Small-scale

Trawlers

Purse seiners and pelagic trawlers

Others

80% of the region’s fisheries are small-scale, 

underlining their role in sustaining local coastal 

communities 

The fleets of 5 countries account for close 

to 70% of all Mediterranean vessels 

[PERCENTAGE] 

[PERCENTAGE] 

[PERCENTAGE] [PERCENTAGE] 

[PERCENTAGE] 

[PERCENTAGE] 

PERCENTAGE OF MEDITERRANEAN FLEET  

Greece

Tunisia

Italy

Croatia

Turkey

Others

According to the 2016 State of Mediterranean Fisheries (SoMFI) publication, these data recap the 

features of the fleet: 



Landings – snapshot information 

26.3% 

12.2% 

11.4% 10.7% 

8.6% 

7.1% 

5.9% 

17.7% 

Percentage of landings by country 
Italy

Algeria

Spain

Tunisia

Greece

Egypt

Turkey

Other

7 countries account for over 80% of landings 

A minimum of 30 species constitute 90% of landings 

Purse seiners and pelagic trawlers account for the majority of 
landings by weight 

51% 

21% 

16% 

13% 

%  of Total Landings*  
(*in Mediterranean and Black Sea) 

Purse seiners/pelagic trawlers

Trawlers

Other segments

Small-scale



Socio-economic value of Mediterranean fisheries 

5 countries account for over 80% of landing value 

 Fishing is an important economic activity 

throughout the Mediterranean 

 Total value of Mediterranean landings is 

US$2.47 billion  

 Estimates suggest that the economic impact 
of fisheries may be as much as 2.6 times the 
reported landing value 

          

Lower prices are observed in the eastern Mediterranean 

35.66% 

12.57% 
12.20% 

11.63% 

8.41% 

19.53% 

Percentage of total landing value by 

country 

Italy

Greece

Spain

Algeria

Tunisia

Other
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Adriatic

Central
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Average price per tonne 

 Despite lower prices, fisheries in the 

eastern Mediterranean, present a 

more significant contribution to 
GDP than in the other subregions 
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Highlights of Mediterranean fisheries: by-catch 

The volume of fishery discards is approximately 230 000 
tonnes annually 

 Bottom trawlers are responsible 

for the bulk of discards:  

 more than 40% of their total catch  

Main species affected by fishing gears: 

Bottom trawlers Longlines (pelagic and demersal) Static nets 
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Sharks Sharks 

Sea turtles 

Sea turtles 

Sea birds Skates 

Rays 

Discards 18% 

Volume of discards from total catch Discards: 

Incidental catches of vulnerable species: 



Support healthy and productive 

marine ecosystems 

COASTAL ENVIRONMENT 
PROTECTION 

Guidelines for the sustainable 
use of Artificial Reefs 

Banning of trawling within 3 
NM from the coast  

Rational exploitation of red 
coral (Corallium rubrum) 

CONSERVATION DECISIONS 

Protection of vulnerable species 
from fisheries: seabirds, marine 

mammals, sharks and rays 
(including prohibition of finning) 

Avoid unwanted captures 
(juveniles, undersized fishes) 
Reduction of fishing pressure   

and improvement of gear 
selectivity 

 

FISHERIES RESTRICTED AREAS 

One of the few RFMOs which 
banned trawling beyond 1000 m  

8 Fisheries Restricted Areas 
established 

Roughly 61% of the 
Mediterranean protected from 

trawling  



• FRAs are considered an essential spatial conservation measure to protect sensitive fishery 
resources and protect vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs), enabling management 
measures such as total fisheries ban and specific limitation to fishing activities 

• Since 2005, eight FRAs have been established to ensure the protection of deep-sea 
sensitive habitats and essential fish habitats: 

• Deep Sea Fisheries Restricted Area “Lophelia reef off Capo Santa Maria di Leuca” 

• Deep Sea Fisheries Restricted Area “The Nile Delta area cold hydrocarbon seeps” 

• Deep Sea Fisheries Restricted Area “The Erastothenes Seamount” 

• Spawning aggregations and deep seas sensitive habitats in the Gulf of Lion 

• Prohibition of towed dredges and trawlnets fisheries at depths below 1000 meters in all the 
Mediterranean 

• Protection of three hake and deep-sea water rose shrimp essential habitats in the Strait of Sicily 
within the framework of a sub-regional management plan 

• Furthermore, GFCM adopted Resolution GFCM/37/2013/1 on area based management of 
fisheries, sets a process for the establishment of FRAs in coordination with UNEP-MAP initiatives 
on the establishment of SPAMIs 

• FRAs are incorporated into a dedicated database hosted at FAO, and can be consulted 
through the GFCM website at http://www.fao.org/gfcm/data/map-fisheries-restricted-areas/en/ 

The role of FRAs  
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FRAs database  

The process of stablishing a FRA is initiated by the compilation of technical information through a 

Standard form for the submission of proposals for GFCM fisheries restricted areas (FRAs) in the 

Mediterranean and the Black Sea. This information is to validated by the SAC and submitted to the 

annual session of the GFCM for consideration and adoption 



Monitoring and control of FRAs 
In the context of the development of a pilot system for a regional centralized control of fishing 

activities, the GFCM Secretariat has paid particular attention to testing the inclusion of FRAs into the 

graphic layer and maps so that compliance with spatial restrictions in place is monitored 

In a full-scale regional VMS and control systems, this feature could underpin scientific 

advice through a more accurate collection of data on fishing effort for specific areas 



Alerts related to FRAs 
The possibility of compiling automated alert logs upon entrance of vessels in a given area at a present 

speed interval is being tested at present 

In a full-scale 

regional control 

system, similar l 
features could 

effectively 

support CPCs in 

monitoring 

compliance with 

FRAs 



The MedFish4Ever Declaration 

• The Ministerial conference on the sustainability of Mediterranean fisheries, organized by the 

European Union on 30 March 2017 in Malta, adopted the “MedFish4Ever” “Ministerial Declaration 

which has been signed by Mediterranean countries 
 

• Through the declaration, Mediterranean Countries commit to a number of actions, including the 

following actions linked to the establishment of an ecosystem-based fisheries management 

framework : 
 

• 37. Ensure the protection of vulnerable species and sensitive habitats, with a specific attention to 

cetaceans, turtles, coralligenous and maërl beds, through specific measures embedded in multi-

annual management plans 
 

• 38. Further develop fisheries restricted and marine protected areas so as to cover at least 10% of 

the Mediterranean sea by 2020, in line with the United Nations Sustainable Development goal 

14.5 and Aichi Biodiversity Target 11. We call upon contracting parties and the GFCM Scientific 

Advisory Committee to present to the GFCM annual session in 2018 proposals for the 

development of new conservation areas, in particular to establish a consistent network of 

essential fish habitats, following a thorough consultation process. We invite the GFCM during this 

2018 annual session to agree on a progressive calendar with quantified objectives to achieve 

this target 
 

• The declaration also call upon countries to implement the mid-term strategy (2017-2020) for the 

sustainability of Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries adopted by the GFCM to accelerate 

progress towards SDG 14 related targets 

 

 



Improve, by 

2020, the 

sustainability of 

fisheries 

TARGET 1 

Reverse the 
declining trend of 
fish stocks through 

strengthened 
scientific advice in 

support of 
management  

TARGET 2 

Support 
livelihoods for 

coastal 
communities 

through 
sustainable 
small-scale 

fisheries TARGET 3 

Curb IUU 
fishing through 

a regional 
plan of action 

TARGET 4 

Minimize and 
mitigate unwanted 

interactions 
between fisheries 

and marine 
ecosystems and 

environment 

TARGET 5 

Enhance 
capacity-
building 

and 
cooperation 

SDG 14 “Conserve and 
sustainably use the oceans, 
seas and marine resources 

for sustainable development”  
+ 

FAO SO 2 
+ 

National strategies 
+ 

MedFish4Ever Ministerial 
Declaration  

GFCM Mid-term 

strategy  

(2017–2020) 



Output 4.2 – 
Healthier 

marine 
ecosystems 
and more 

productive 
fisheries 

Output 4.1 – 
Reduced 

bycatch rates in 
Mediterranean 
and Black Sea 

fisheries 
TARGET 4 

Minimize and 

mitigate 

unwanted 

interactions 

between fisheries 

and marine 

ecosystems and 

environment 

 Implementation of a bycatch 

monitoring programme 

 Launching a communication 

mechanism to educate on the 

negative impacts of bycatch 

 Implementation of effective 

management measures to 

improve the selectivity of 

fisheries 

 Proposal of measures to reduce 

catches of vulnerable species 

 Implementation of mitigation 

measures to address the 

interaction between cetaceans 

and fishing gear 

 Identification and promotion of the 

establishment of new FRAs  

 Adoption of a regional 

management plan for red coral 

 Creation of an adaptation strategy 

to cope with potential effects of 

invasive species and climate change 

on fisheries 

 Creation of an adaptation strategy 

to cope with the potential effect of 

marine litter on fisheries 



Thank you for your 
attention 


